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Local photographer Karen Allingham captures the evening stillness and 

tranquillity of Lake Wendouree 
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I am pleased to report that over the 
past twelve months with COVID 

 

We have enjoyed four regular 

Community Centre, a visit to the new 
Tramway Museum for our April 

July event at the Ballarat Golf Club and 
two heritage walks. The December 
walk which explored the evidence of 
the 1882 Creswick mining disaster was 
followed by our Christmas breakup at 
Calembeen Park in Creswick. We then 
kicked off 2022 with Doug Bradby 
leading us on a walk around central 
Ballarat discovering what lay under the 
basalt. In May we enjoyed an 

Robyn Annear as our guest speaker.  

spaces - the Centre for Rare Arts & 

Community Centre which has proven 
to be a most comfortable and 

welcoming temporary home. The latest 
news we have from Sovereign Hill is 
that the Centre for Rare Arts & 

later this year and we have booked a 
speaker from Sovereign Hill for our 

with developments. 

The Australian Centre for Gold Rush 

will include the area where the retail 
shop was located and is planned to 

 

The Gold Museum also saw significant 
staffing changes during the year 
welcoming a new curator to replace 
Michelle Smith. Early this year, Lauren 
Bourke commenced as Head of 

August, Jo Willey was appointed 

who returned to Queensland. We look 
forward to working closely with both 
these ladies once the new research 
facility and lecture room spaces are 
completed. 

will occur in 2023. We wanted to find a 
unique way to mark this milestone and 
decided upon producing a hard-cover 
picture book using photographs to 
highlight some of the many changes that 
have occurred in Ballarat since 1933. 
Changes which parallel the life of the 
Society.  

this project it was decided that we would 
not risk society funds on the venture. 
Therefore, under the strong leadership of 

pleased to report that we were 
successful in obtaining a $10,000 grant 
from the Ballarat City Council Community 
Impact Grants scheme which makes the 
council our major sponsor.  

so the project, as well as providing an 
invaluable resource, will not create a 
financial drain on the society’s funds. In 
fact, it should produce a profit for the 
society. 

Marion  

 The Year in Review  
 

 

by President Marion Littlejohn
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The Ballarat Travellers Social Club would be well known to many older residents of Ballarat and was synonymous with 
Gala Day, amusement rides, street raffles and other fund raising efforts. The money raised supported local charitable 

Centre, Peplow House and others.  Recently, the Society was contacted by the disability provider PINARC regarding 

1990’
 

to the travellers who raised hundreds of thousands of dollars over many decades, all of which went towards 
 

In the early 1920’s commercial travellers 
did all their travelling by train – 
having to lug their heavy sample cases 
with them. To while away the long 
hours spent cooped up in 
uncomfortable carriages, a pack of cards 

became very adept and shrewd card 
players. The tales of their doings and 
misdoings would fill volumes, but they 
proved to be men of thought and vision. 
On one occasion a group of travellers 
from Ballarat, Victoria, were bemoaning 

the fact that they had no special contact 
with each other outside their rail trips. It 
was on that day in 1924 that the Ballarat 
Travellers Social Club was born. 

would provide the opportunity for 
members to meet each other socially 

include their wives and families. For the 
first two or three years the club held its 

nights, family picnics and children’s 

Fortunately, a few wise members 
realised the club was too self-centred 
and could not expect a very long life 

members interest.  

Their eventual choice was to work in 
support of the Ballarat Orphanage, 

educated up to 200 children.  
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The clubs fund raising for this 

soon became involved in all aspects of 

involvement led members to realise 

Ballarat were carrying out their work 
for the community under severe 
financial strain. So, the list of 
beneficiaries grew to include such 

Hospital, Ballarat Benevolent Home for 
the aged, Alexandria Babies Home, St 
Joseph’s Home for orphan boys and 
Nazareth House for orphan girls and 
the aged.  

Increased commitments meant 

and redoubled in fundraising, the list of 

was the club’s policy never to solicit 

always to offer the donor something in 
return. Consequently raffles and lucky 
envelopes were the only source of 
revenue. The prizes and prices were 

always aimed to gain the support of the 
ordinary person. With this approach 
the club gained tremendous public 
approval and support, and soon 
became the foremost fundraising 

 

During the 1930’s it became 
established that one day each year was 
set aside for the Travellers Charity 
Carnival which later became known as 
Gala Day. The day was declared a 
holiday for schools in Ballarat and the 
surrounding districts to allow the 

hopefully accompanied by their 
parents. 

Over the years various entertainments 
such as street parades, wheel barrow 
races and tug-o-wars were provided in 
Ballarat’s main shopping centre, to 

dressed members of the club, who, 
being true salesmen, never missed an 

judge and jury was set up on the back 
of a truck which stopped outside 

owner and placing a fine of 5 or 6 
shillings on him for selling a suit 
without a vest or slippers without laces 
or any other equally frivolous excuse.  

into a two day carnival complete with 
various rides, stalls and spinning 
wheels set up in Grenville street which 
closed for almost three days. A raffle 

have become more expensive and 

has become more organised and more 

$16,000 was raised and distributed to 
the clubs list of beneficiaries which has 
increased to include Pennyweight Park, 
Ballarat Ambulance, Lisa Lodge for girls, 
McCallum House, Ewing House, 
Kelaston, Lifeline, and Peplow House.  
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one which means that the club has been responsible for 
the provision of over one and a half million dollars’ 

 

Because of its long contact with the community the club 
has a wonderful image and is held in high esteem by the 

 

originally limited to the traveller who spent all his 
working life away from home. This rule was amended to 
open membership to any salesman who spends at least 

’s place 
of business. Present membership is approximately 35 
which would be the average membership over the last 
20 years.  

dinner dances, car trials, and children’s Christmas 

knew what they were about and that the present 
 

  

Above top; The 1969 Social Club 
reunion.  

Above;  A toast list from a 
1980’s AGM. 

Above right; Ticket sellers in the 
Mall, November 1992.  

Right; Tickets from 1957 and 
1992.  
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Tales and Treasures
 Members Night 

 Our monthly meeting in August was the popular members 
“Show and Tell” evening. The night always brings forth some 
amazing artefacts and stories from members own collections and 
this year was no different. Below are some of the members and 
their treasures as captured by Kevin Williams.

” 
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On a sad note, we lost 
our past President, 
Michael Cuttle in 
August when he finally 
lost his battle with 
cancer. Michael was a 
committee member for 
twelve years and served 
a number of terms as 
President. He was a regular 
contributor to Lamplight and 
was the driving force behind the 
Society’s active presence at Heritage 
Week and public events such as the 
Agricultural Show. He managed the 
regular stream of research queries 
and his drive, enthusiasm and 
obvious love of Ballarat’s history will 
be greatly missed. On behalf of all 
members, the committee sends our 
condolences to Joyce and family.

 

 

VALE
Michael Cuttle
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To the Editor of the Times… 
 
"SIR - I removed to the Caledonian Lead a few months since, 
and located in the vicinity of the Brown Hill Hotel. In a few 

-chopper to be a woman. 
 

monarchs of the forest, one by one, came down with a groan 
and a crash, I naturally supposed that the limbs of the fallen 
were merely designed to supply the wood yard of a 
provident neighbour; but not so. The boughs were indeed 
chopped off, cut into uniform lengths, and the larger split. 

the field armed with maul and wedge, and with the utmost 
apparent good-
trunks of the fallen trees, In a few days the last of these had 
disappeared in a heap of posts and rails. 
 
Immediately in front of her tent, or bark hut rather, is a low 

the early rains. Of this ground she staked off the area of an 

as heretofore unassisted by anyone. She very deliberately 

length. 

 
 

 

 

-thirds of the enclosure turned up 

watery propensity, required the greatest ingenuity, and most 

industry and perseverance conquered. The marsh soil was 
deprived of its moisture, the ground planted, and now in a 
high state of improvement, presents one of the most 

 

that she is single) is not undivided.  With the assistance of 
another female, her partner, she keeps a milk dairy, a lot of 
poultry, and a herd of pigs. I am unable to give the name of 

the above - in the vicinity of 70 or 80 Caledonian Lead, would 

these parts and everyone in the neighbourhood should be 

woman. 

I am, Sir, Yours &c 
A LOVER OF INDUSTRY'' 

 
 

 

Snippets From the Past  
  The following Letter to the Editor appeared in the Weekly Times of 

25th December 1857 and provides an interesting insight into a male 
perspective of a woman’s role in that time. 

““WWhhaatt  aa  WWoommaann  OOnn  BBaallllaarraatt  CCaann  DDoo””  
Image supplied by Pauline Wallace
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with Hermione Higgins

HHiissttoorryy  HHaappppeenniinnggss    

  
aatt  tthhee  BBaallllaarraatt  RReesseeaarrcchh  HHuubb  aatt  EEuurreekkaa  

For September our Talking History speaker, Brigid 

which Australia memorialises our authors and poets. 
She showed us items belonging to Henry Lawson and 

audience then wished to know Brigid’s opinion on how 

change into the future. All our history talks can be 

topic. 

Next on 6 October, we are happy to welcome the 

Elizabeth Offer, to shed light on the hidden histories of 
Jewish Women on the Goldfields.  

Stories abound of men, gold, and rebellion on the 
Ballarat goldfields, yet amongst such tales lie the hidden 
histories of Jewish women, who laboured to make a life 
for themselves and their families on the booming 
goldfields. Elizabeth recently completed her PhD in 
History and has published in Jewish Culture and History, 
Journal of Australian Studies, and in the Australian 

Prize winner (post- ‘Dressed 
and Blessed: The Abraham Family, Brit Milah and Dress 
in Colonial Ballarat, 1850–1900’. 

 

‘

‘

Our final Talking History for the year is on 3 November. 
In the lead up to Eureka 168 audience favourite Doug 

1854 and whether the violent events of December 1854 
were inevitable. Doug is a local teacher, historian, and 

working on a series that explores the vibrancy of 
Ballarat’s community life. 

each month from 2-3.30pm. On 21 September was 
Researching your Home’, which is always a popular 

topic. Coming up next, we have ‘Local Government 
records and Family History’ on 19 October, followed by 
Exploring the Public Record Office’ on 16 November. 

Librarian to reserve your place. 
simonjacks@ballarat.vic.gov.au 

have a jam packed program for Eureka Sunday including 
a discussion led by Eureka Descendants. Pick up a 
seasonal brochure from the Centre or an eye on our 
website for more details at: 
eurekacentreballarat.com.au 

 

at BRHAE. 
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An old photograph published in the Courier Heritage 
column of the first car raffle by Ballarat Travellers in 1930 
brought a wealth of memories to John Walker, Ballarat’s 
travelling draper. He had no difficulty recognising the 
unknown young man who won the car. “That’s me” he 
cried when he returned from a country circuit and saw 
the Courier story. 

John Walker was only 15 when he won the car, but he 
remembers the events as clearly as it they were 
yesterday. Gambling was illegal, so patrons bought a 
“Golden Apple” for a shilling. Inside the gold wrapping 

working for Mr Bill Curnow, a builder, and on his way 
back from Friday lunch he brought a “Golden Apple” for a 
shilling at the corner of Peel and Bridge St. It was only a 
small apple, but he enjoyed it. The prize was drawn that 
night. At work the next morning, Mr Curnow had a copy 

– somewhere. The tall, 
lanky lad delved into his hip pocket and there is it was -
the winning number. 

where Mr Bob Jermyn (conjurer and entertainer) had the 

Ford showroom.  The car that young Johnny won was any 
boy’s dream – a 1930 A model Ford tourer, navy blue 
with grey hood and red wheels. Sadly, the dream of 

had driven a car around his brother’s farm since the age 
of 12, he had to be 18 to obtain a licence. The nearest he 
came to driving was to sit in it for a moment. Then it 
went back into the showroom. 

The tourer was worth 250 pounds, a lot of money for a 
boy earning 15 shillings a week. He sold it to Tinney 
Brothers of Bungaree for 200 pounds. This was the height 
of the depression with 29 percent of the people out of 
work John was the youngest of six children and trying to 
help his widowed mother. He gave her some of the 
money from which she bought a house and he banked 
the rest. 

When he turned 18 in 1934 he used his savings to buy a 
motorcycle and set himself up as a travelling salesman – 

rural Victoria, and one that is  carried on today by John’s 
son Kerrin.  

The image above shows a young John Walker (second from right) being congratulated on 
winning the Golden Apple raffle. Image courtesy of Kerrin Walker.  

In an interesting sidelight to the Ballarat Travellers Social Club history in this issue, the 
following story appeared in The Ballarat Courier in 1990 detailing how John Walker won the 
very first Ballarat Travellers Club raffle in 1930. John went on to become a very successful 
businessman and coincidentally, enjoyed a long career as a traveling draper for more than 

50 years. The Lamplight presents an edited version of the Courier story below. 

Every Picture Tells a Story
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Our Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday October 11,  7.30pm  
 

Join us for an exclusive members only behind the scenes tour of the 

 

Curatorial and Erin Santamaria, Head of Rare Trades at 
Sovereign Hill  


