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Much ado about a foundation stone

George Clegg’s Lasting legacy in architecture

Tom Bury returns home




The President’s Word

Above; Marion Littlejohn admiring Loong in the
Australian Centre for Gold Rush Collections store.

Above; 1897 Ceremonial Dragon Loong
parade.

For my final message for 2024 | thought I’d introduce you to
one of the treasures from our collection.

This is a rare ceremonial Chinese Dragon, Loong, imported by
the Ballarat Chinese community in 1897. Loong first
appeared in Ballarat’s celebration for Queen Victoria’s
Jubilee. At the time the Ballarat Star reported that the
dragon “was exquisitely worked in gold and jewels”.

Loong continued to play a role in public celebrations in
Ballarat until its final appearance in the 1962 Begonia
Festival after which it was donated to the BHS. Loong is one
of only four dragons known to have survived anywhere in
the world from this period and is the oldest surviving dragon
in Australia. The others are from Marysville, USA (c. 1889),
Wyoming, USA (c.1893) and Bendigo, Victoria (c. 1901).

Similar markings on the Ballarat and Bendigo dragons reveal

Above; These images from our collection show the dragon in the 1962 Begonia

that they both came from the Sing Cheung workshop in
Foshan, Guangdong province in China. Loong is made from
bamboo, layers of papier-maché, kingfisher feathers, mirrors
and pompoms. The dragon’s head, tail, fragments of the
body and a few scales survive. The head has had some
restoration work done and although fragile, is in remarkable
condition.

Until a new museum is built at Sovereign Hill where Loong
and many of our other collection items will be displayed you
can still see him if you book a Back of House Tour at the
Australian Centre for Gold Rush Collections.

Merry Christmas everyone!

Wavion



The Return of
Tom Bury

September meeting

Chrissy Stancliffe
and Brett Edginton

The Society has for many years held a portrait of journalist
Tom Bury in our collection. Through the efforts of Chrissy
Stancliffe and her research of Tom’s life and work, it was
discovered that the painting had been loaned to the Society
many years ago when the collection was housed in the
Ballarat East Library. In fact, the painting belongs to the
Ballarat Trades Hall in Camp St and after discussions with all
parties it was agreed the painting should be returned and
hung in its rightful place in Trades Hall. The portrait was
officially handed back to the President of the Ballarat
Regional Trades and Labour Council, Brett Edginton by
Lauren Bourke, Head of Collections and Curatorial at
Sovereign Hill at our September meeting.

From the Australian Dictionary of Biography (Vol 3).

Thomas Bury was a journalist (pseudonym 'Tom
Touchstone') and left Britain in October 1854, settling in
Victoria and working at various jobs, wood-splitting, fencing,
prospecting, and sending occasional contributions to
newspapers. His associations with the Ballarat Courier began

in the late 1870s and continued throughout his life.

Largely at his instigation, statues of Burns and other literary
figures were erected in Ballarat in the 1880s. At his death on
6 November 1900 at Ballarat, the Courier recorded: 'He was
esteemed by all sections of the community ... and was
indeed an institution in our midst'.

In his weekly 'Cornerisms' department of the Courier in 1882
-1900 Bury offered paragraphs and short essays on a wide
range of subjects: political on the Liberal side, social,
religious and moral, artistic, literary. In fact as well as in
name he was a 'touchstone' on current affairs and all kinds of
cultural matters; he quoted extensively from both British and
American writers of the day, and is to be credited with an
early and abiding interest in Walt Whitman, transmitted to a
young friend in Ballarat, Bernard O'Dowd, who on his first
visit to Bury's quarters was delighted to find 'a room
crammed from floor to ceiling with books, papers, and
magazines, which were slopping over on to chairs and sofa'.

Almanac of a Cunning Man

Dr David Waldron's presentation at our October meeting

At the October meeting, Dr. David Waldron presented a
lecture titled "The Almanac of a Cunning Man," drawing on
his research into magical beliefs and folklore on the
goldfields. David explored both witchcraft-related panics
and the practices of cunning men and women, who acted
as fortune tellers and healers during the 19th century. He
highlighted the presence of "witch’s marks" and concealed
objects, like shoes hidden within the walls of early colonial
buildings, as evidence of these magical practices.

Focusing on practitioners like Margaret Connor, Mary
Barrell, and Louisa Rookes, Waldron provided a glimpse
into the lives of these cunning folk before delving into his
transcription of remedies found in Benjamin Noakes’
Almanac. Noakes, a cunning man and publican in Tasmania

during the 1830s, was renowned for his herbal healing
remedies. His treatments, including potions made from
ingredients such as turpentine, neatsfoot oil, and
chamomile, were used to treat ailments like strains,
bruises, rheumatism, and even foot rot in sheep. Noakes’
use of herbs like marshmallow demonstrated his practical,
botanical approach to healing, blending folk medicine with
remedies for both humans and animals.

Though referred to as "Dr." on his death certificate, Noakes
had no formal medical qualifications. Nevertheless, his
reputation as a healer was well established, showcasing the
enduring influence of cunning folk in colonial Australia as
community healers and vital practitioners of folk medicine.



Deter Buttens Ballanat

Peter Butters has had a long and enduring interest in Ballarat history and the people who created it.
During the 1980s and 90s, Peter served as committee member, secretary and president of the Ballarat
Historical Society during which time he also contributed many articles to the Ballarat Courier under the
headline, 7The Rest is History.

Peter collaborated with Max Harris on the popular Recollections series of books documenting the life and
times of Ballarat people and businesses, and the recent Ballarat in the Swingin’ 60s release.

In future editions of The Lamplight, we will re-publish a selection of Peter’s articles for the reading
enjoyment of members who may not be aware of Peter’'s work and for those who will appreciate seeing
them in print again. The Lamplight acknowledges Peter’s generosity and permission in allowing us to re-
publish his works.

This month we look at the laying of the foundation stone for the Ballarat Woollen Mills in 1874. As you'll
see, the pomp and ceremony attached to this event is almost unbelievable by the standards of today. So
much so that a half holiday was proclaimed for the City!

The laying of the Foundation Stone of the Woollen Mill was
an occasion, the likes of which had never been seen in
Ballarat before. The Courier of July 29 1872 commented,
'"Today the ceremony of laying the foundation stone of the
Woollen Cloth factory will be performed, and the event will
be signalled in a manner befitting the occasion. The
proceedings will be on a scale of grandeur which will cause
them to be remembered in the history of the town long after
the principal actors shall have passed away. They will mark
an epoch in our career - an epoch, we trust, which will be
accompanied by increased prosperity.'

The mill, which still survives in Hill Street was then referred
to as being at 'Sunny Corner, Mt Pleasant.' Unfortunately for
this great event, 'Sunny Corner' was wet and bleak.

The Masonic brethren, Friendly Societies and public bodies
assisted the proceedings which were watched by vast
assemblages of spectators. It was considered to be such an
important event that a half-holiday was proclaimed in both
the city and the borough and although places of business
generally remained open, the banks and mercantile
establishments closed at noon to allow their employees to
attend and form part of the procession which commenced
the ceremony.

The Ballarat Courier set the scene. 'Unfortunately the
weather was most inauspicious. It rained heavily during the
previous night, and though in the earlier part of the morning
the sun shone out, giving hopes of better things, the sky
became gradually more overcast until about two o'clock,
when a regular Scotch mist set in and continued mercilessly
through the remainder of the day.

The consequence was that the streets and roads along the
entire line of march taken by the procession were covered by
a deposit of thick adhesive mud, in some places several

inches deep, which rendered pedestrianism far from being a
pleasant task. However the weather was not permitted to
dampen the ardour of those who had organised and
arranged to co-operate in the proceedings.'

A prominent part of the proceedings was taken by the
Masons, the stone being laid with full honours by John
Thomas Smith M.L.A. and all the principal officers and local
lodges were present. The ceremony was described as having
‘all the pomp and circumstance which appertain to the
Masonic ritual.'

The two brass bands and the drum and fife band of the 1st
and 3rd B.V.R. attended and played to and from the scene of
operations. Captain Sleep of the 3rd B.V.R. 'undertook the
onerous duty of grand marshall, and to his arrangements and
foresight is greatly attributable the satisfactory and
expeditious manner in which the immense concourse of
persons were brought to the ground without hitch or accident
of any kind.'

Further atmosphere was created by the bell ringers to add to
the general excitation of the day. Shortly after 1pm the
participants began to congregate at the lower end of Sturt
Street on the south side where the grand marshall placed
them in prescribed order.

The Courier informs us 'A large crowd of persons collected
along the line of the march, the windows and balconies being
also crowded, the utmost enthusiasm prevailing. Bunting was
hung out plenteously in Bridge Street and the East generally,
while from the City Hall and principal buildings in the West
flags were also to be seen floating in the light wind that
persisted in blowing from the rainy quarter.'



Above; Ballarat Woollen Mills with Chinese market gardens in the foreground. SLV collection date unknown.

It is necessary to look at the order of the procession to
understand the magnitude of the occasion. It is almost
impossible to imagine this happening today. It formed as
follows;

Police Band, Ballarat South Fire Brigade, City Fire Brigade,
Smythesdale Fire Brigade, Ballarat Fire Brigade Band,
Independent Order of Good Templars, Order of Rechabites,
Sons of Temperance, Other Temperance Bodies, German
Association, Order of St. Andrew, Hibernian Society Band,
Ancient Order of Druids, Ancient Order of Foresters, Grand
United Order of Oddfellows, Ancient Independent Order of
Oddfellows, Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows, The
Agricultural and Pastoral Association, Council of the Shire of
Ballarat, Council of the Borough of Sebastopol, Council of the
Borough of Ballarat East, Council of the City of Ballarat,
Parliamentary Representatives, Clergy, Directors of the
Ballarat Woollen Company, Masonic Procession, Two Tylers,
Brethren not Members of any Lodge, Members of St. John's
and Sister Lodges, Fellow Crafts, Master Masons, Past
Deacons, Past Secretaries and Treasurers, Past Senior and
Junior Wardens, Senior and Junior Deacons, Treasurer and
Secretary, Senior and Junior Wardens, Past Masters, Royal
Arch Chapter, Steward Chaplain - with Sacred Law, Steward
on cushion, Masters of Lodges Steward, The W.M. of St. John's
Lodge Steward, Provincial Grand Lodge, Architect with Plans,
Br.H.R. Caselli, Cornucopia with Corn, borne by the W.M. of a
Lodge, Silver Ewer containing Wine, borne by the W.M. of a
Lodge, Ewer containing Oil borne by the W.M. of a lodge, The
W. the Grand Pursuivant, The W. the Prov. Grand Organist,
The W. the Prov Grand Directors of Ceremonies, The W. the
Prov. Grand Superintendent of Works with Plate bearing
Inscription, The W. the Past Prov. Grand Swordbearers, The
V.W. the Past Prov. Grand Secretaries, The Book of
Constitutions borne by the V.W. the Prov. Grand Secretary,

The V.W. the Prov. Grand Treasurer with Phial containing
coins, The V.W. the Past Prov. Grand Wardens, Visitors of
Distinction, Corinthian Light borne by the W.M. of a Lodge,
The Column of the V.W. the Prov. Grand J. Warden borne by
the W.M. of a Lodge, The V.W. the Prov. Grand J. Warden with
plumb rule, The Column of the V.W. the Prov. Grand S.
Warden borne by the W.M. of a Lodge, The V.W. the Prov.
Grand S. Warden, with level, The V.W. the Prov. Grand J.
Deacon, The Sacred Law borne by the W.M. of the Buninyong
Lodge, The R.W. the Deputy Prov. Grand Master with square,
lonic Light borne by a Past Master, Brother of Eminence with
Mallet, The W. the Prov. Grand Sword bearer, The R.W. the
Prov. Grand Master, The W. the Prov. Grand Senior Deacon,
Two Stewards, The W. the Prov. Grand Tyler.

The Ballarat Star described the show as being a very pretty
one, ' the rich insignia of the several orders blended their
colours with those of the banners, the military uniforms, the
sombre blue of the police, the leaden sky, and the many tinted
attire of the thousands of accompanying spectators, that hung
as a gay and mobile fringe about the procession along the
whole of the march.' The most prominent part was the little
squadron of mounted Masonic knights, clad in white cloaks,
and riding with drawn swords held aloft.

The procession formed at the lower end of Sturt Street,
marched west to the fire station, turned east down Sturt
Street, Bridge Street, Main Road and down Humffray Street to
the Woollen Mill, a distance of 4.5km, a formidable distance
for the marchers, particularly those in full regalia. It took
about an hour for them to reach their destination and a large
crowd had assembled awaiting their arrival. 'Some bunting
relieved the dreariness of the precinct, but the puddle that
covered every inch of the ground, and the cold and the drizzle
prevailing gave an unusually cheerless appearance to the
surroundings.'



Ballarat Woollen Mills taken from Hill St. SLV collection

A space of one hundred foot square had been roped off for
those involved in the actual ceremony. The foundation stone
was a large quadrangular block of bluestone which was
suspended from a tripod, the cavity underneath designed to
hold a bottle containing coins, newspapers and memorials
being sunk partly into the solid rock. The Provincial Grand
Treasurer, Bro. Small descended the excavation made for the
foundation stone and deposited the bottle in the cavity, which
was duly closed. Hiam and Rose, the contractors for the
foundation were present.

Bro. Casselli, the architect submitted the plans for inspection to
the Provincial Grand Master. Mr Chas. Seal the Chairman of
the Company then came forward and presented the Provincial
Grand Master with a silver trowel which was given by Br
Casselli and manufactured by Mr Sleep. It was described as an
elegant specimen of the silversmith's art and was inscribed
'Presented to the Hon. John Thomas Smith M.L.A. Prov. Grand
Master of Victoria, on the occasion of his laying, with Masonic
honours, the foundation stone of the Ballarat Woollen Factory
29th July 1872.' The Prov. Grand Master then descended the
excavation, and after arranging the mortar over the cavity,
emerged and the foundation stone was lowered into place
amidst loud cheers and the playing of a hymn by the brass
bands of the B.V.R. The R.W.P.G.M. then applied the square
level and mallet to the stone. The Masonic procedures then
continued with the scattering of corn and the pouring of wine
onto the stone. In his speech the R.W.P.G.M. referred to
'Sunnyside', and so began Ballarat's relationship with the
Sunnyside Woollen Mill. The crowd was estimated at six to
eight thousand persons at the site. Upon all the slopes and
escarpments of the eastern and western banks of the
Yarrowee, from White Flat to Sunny Corner groups of
spectators assembled.

The building was to be of brick, one storey, 130 by 43 feet and
lighted from the south side. The 'Star' described the site as a
knoll on the left bank of the Yarrowee, where the creek winds
very tortuously round by Sunny Corner. The position is
admirably situated for all purposes of drainage.'

That evening a Soiree was held in the hall of the Mechanics
Institute. Br Ward of the St. John's Lodge supplied a plentiful
and admirable repast to the four hundred who attended. After
the meal the Mayor took the Chair, and several addresses were
interspersed with music by the Ballarat Harmonic Society.

Interestingly, the initiator of the factory project, James M.
Main, was not invited to the opening. He convened the first
meeting in September 1870 and nurtured the project to
culmination, being appointed manager, but he resigned
because of problems with remuneration. Not only was he not
invited, but at no time during the ceremony was he even
mentioned.

The editorial of the Courier on the following day noted, "A bad
beginning makes a good ending' So says the old proverb; and if
it may be applied to everyday events, let us hope the wretched
weather which yesterday attended the laying of the first stone
of the Ballarat Woollen Factory will prove this saying to be
truism. Sunny Corner was anything but sunny yesterday. It was
as dreary, and desolate, and muddy as a spot as the most
misanthropic human being could desire to visit.'

One of the problems associated with such a public event is that
it also encourages the wrong type of person. The 'Star' of the
1st August commented, 'An indescribably mean theft was
committed during the night between Tuesday and Wednesday
last at the rising building for the Ballarat Woollen Manufactory.
The workmen on coming to work yesterday morning found
that the stone covering the bottle deposited last Monday with
so much ceremony had been lifted by means of a plank and
putlog, and propped up with a piece of bluestone. The bottle
had been removed and smashed against the stonework. The
coins amounting to about two pounds one shilling, had been
taken away, and all the newspapers excepting one had been
unfolded and were scattered about. The article concluded 'lt is
to be hoped that the perpetrators of this dastardly offence will
be detected and get the heaviest punishment allowable
inflicted on them.'

Footnote; There are no known photographs of the procession
or the laying of the foundation stone. It also appears that at
some time the foundation stone was removed, and it’s
whereabouts are unknown to this day. Can anyone shed any
light on what might have become of it?



An early pioneer of Ballarat, George William Clegg was born
in 1870 and described by Austin McCallum as ‘a tall,
compact man, brownish, with a definite walk, slightly jerky;
one of the Township’s earliest businessmen.’

Little is known of George’s early education, but as a young
man he was articled to the firm of Tappin, Gilbert and
Dennehy Architects who had offices in Ballarat, Melbourne
and Sydney in the years between 1885 to 1889. In later
times, George Clegg formed a partnership with Gilbert and
then with Kell and Miller and in 1916 his architectural
practice became known as Clegg and Morrow.

George Clegg and his partners were responsible for the
architectural designs of many of Ballarat’s well-known
buildings. With his office located at 5 Lydiard St he was
engaged to design three of the four Ballarat bandstands —
Titanic (1914), Queen Alexandra Bandstand (1908) and the
McDonald Bandstand on the Lake Wendouree foreshore
(1922). Clegg also designed the McDonald Gates and the
loggia immediately behind these in the Ballarat Botanical
Gardens. Clegg also designed the pergola behind the Morely
gates and the entrance to the zoo, which has long since
been demolished.

In 1899 his firm designed the beautiful Queen Victoria
Annex of the Ballarat Base Hospital, which for many years
was obscured by an unsympathetic brick addition, but
thankfully in recent times it has been restored to its former

glory.

The partnership of Clegg and Miller also designed the
additions to the Town Hall and in 1927 as Clegg, Morrow
and Cameron designed the alterations to the Ballarat Fine
Art Gallery.

The Legacy of
George Williaom Clegg

In the previous edition of The Lamplight we
featured a story on Ballarat bandstands, one of
which is the iconic Titanic bandstand in Sturt
Street. Designed by George William Clegg, it is
just one of a number of Ballarat structures and
buildings Clegg was responsible for that local
citizens past every day. Many of the buildings
survive today in their original form and are still
used as intended, a testament to both inspired
design and quality craftsmanship.

In 1898 as Clegg, Kell and Miller he designed the grandstand
to be built on Saxon’s paddock, which had just been
renamed as the City Oval. The grandstand embodies classic
Victorian-era architecture with its intricate wrought iron
detailing and wooden seating.

As Clegg, Kell and Miller he designed St Patrick’s Hall, and
the former Protestant Hall, a Masonic Hall of the Loyal
Orange Lodge in Grenville St built in 1898 was also designed
by Clegg. This is now the Steak House restaurant.

Clegg designed the trade classrooms for the School of Mines
in 1914 and the further alterations in 1915. Whilst he was
mostly recognised for his work in Ballarat, he was
responsible for many buildings in Melbourne and across
country Victoria, with one such example being St Andrew’s
church in Hamilton opened in 1909. G W Clegg taught
architecture and building and construction at the Ballarat
School of Mines from 1907 to 1918 when he resigned to
further his business interests. In later years he became
involved in the Eureka Tile Company. George William Clegg
died in 1958 and is buried in the Old Ballarat Cemetery.

Story by P Wallace
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Above; The beauty and
grandeur of the City Oval
grandstand.

Left; St Patricks Hall in Dawson
Street South.

Above right; The McDonald
gates.

Centre; Queen Victoria Annex
Bottom right; The former
Protestant Hall in Grenville

Street.

Images; A Wallace



Above; Victorian Collections Plans, Ballarat School of Mines
Plans for the Additions to Trades Class Rooms. Image;
Geoffrey Blainey Research Centre Federation University.



Eureka 170" Anniversary Events

2024 marks 170 years since the attack by government forces
on protesting miners barricaded at the Eureka Stockade.
The Eureka Stockade resides deep in the hearts of Ballarat’s
people. It defines our city and the values we cherish. As a
story of collective solidarity in the face of oppression, it
continues to inspire and engage people from across all
reaches of society.

Eureka Centre is presenting several events to recognise this
milestone. Highlights include a Flag Raising Ceremony at
Queen Victoria Square on 29 November at 10am. This event
commemorates the first time the Eureka Flag was raised at
a monster meeting at Bakery Hill. It will be followed by
morning tea at the Ballarat Town Hall.

To remember those involved in the events surrounding the
Eureka Stockade, the annual commemorative service will be
held at the Eureka Monument at the Eureka Stockade
Memorial Park. We hope you can join us at 8am on Eureka
Day, Tuesday 3 December. A free breakfast will follow at the
Eureka Centre.

On the evening of Eureka Day, we welcome former Wallaby,
best-selling author, and raconteur, Peter FitzSimons AM,
and trailblazing historian and Stella Prize winning author,
Professor Clare Wright OAM to join us to share their
thoughts on ‘Why Eureka Matters’. This special edition of
the annual Peter Tobin Oration will be held at the Ballarat
Mining Exchange on Tuesday 3 December at 6pm. Tickets
are selling fast and can be purchased online at Eventbrite.

Ballarat community groups also contributing programming
to mark Eureka 170. On Tuesday 3 December at 10am, a

commemorative service will be held at the Ballarat Old
Cemetery, including a bagpipe procession to the Diggers’
and Soldiers’ historic graves.

Federation University is presenting a display of interesting
examples of ephemera relating to the Eureka Stockade at
the EJ Tippet Library, SMB Campus, until 8 December. Both
the Catholic Diocese and the Ballarat Masonic Centre are
also presenting exhibitions from their collections to
recognise this key anniversary. Until January, the Art Gallery
of Ballarat will present Charles Doudiet’s historic Eureka
Stockade watercolours within the context of its permanent
collection.

We are especially pleased the Ballarat Historical Society is
marking the anniversary with the walking tour, ‘In the Steps
of the Diggers’ on Saturday 30 November at 4pm. The tour
begins at the Chinese Monument at the LT Fraser Reserve,
and will explore Eureka related sites, the remnant of the
Gravel Pits, and conclude at the Munster Arms for those
who wish to join in a toast to the Diggers.

Information about how you can join us in marking this
anniversary can be found in the Eureka 170 program guide.
You can pick up a copy at the Eureka Centre and other
public spaces across Ballarat, or view the digital version on
our website at: eurekacentreballarat.com.au/eurekal70

Anthony Camm

Eureka Centre Ballarat



The committee are busy organising the calendar of events and speakers for 2025. While there are still some details to
be finalised, we are very pleased with the diverse range of speakers and topics. At this stage we can confirm the
following speakers and meeting events for 2025;

February Walk — Discovering the stories of the lanes of Ballarat West with Doug Bradby
March - Centre for Gold Rush Collections update (Lauren Bourke) and Capture the Vision presentation (Kevin Williams)

Heritage Month Spielvogel Oration - We are delighted to announce that Dr Frank Golding has accepted our invitation
to speak at the 2025 Spielvogel Oration. Frank is an author, historian and academic, and was in the Ballarat Orphanage
from 1943-1953. After completing his secondary education he won a scholarship to Ballarat Teachers College. Frank
was accepted into the University of Melbourne and qualified for a Bachelor of Arts at the end of 1960. He taught in
primary schools, in a teacher's college, and in high schools. Frank was also Head of Curriculum Studies at the University
of South Australia during which he completed an MA at the University of London. Frank is the author of numerous
books and was awarded an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in 2018 for his services to "child welfare and social justice
and to the community."

Speakers confirmed with dates to be finalised;

The History of the Ballarat Begonia Festival - Barry Wilkins
Ballarat’s Brewing Heritage - James Coghlan

Identifying Ballarat’s Heritage Architecture - Wendy Jacobs
The Irish National Foresters - Dr Anne Beggs Sunter

We are always looking for suggestions for speakers and events, so if you have any feedback or ideas, speak to any
member of the committee or email Andrew at paulandwallace@gmail.com
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