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The Presidents Word 
As we approach the end of another year, can I express how happy I am to see the large 
numbers of members who now regularly attend meetings. Our final event for the year 
will be the Christmas break-up on 9th December at Steiglitz which I am really looking 
forward to. Steiglitz is such an interesting site and a stark reminder that history doesn’t 
stand still and all things change. 

Speaking of change I have had an interesting week where I have had cause to visit two 
of Ballarat’s beautiful heritage buildings which have been tastefully reimagined to fulfil 
a modern use without losing their heritage charm. Both these show that it is possible to 
redevelop sites without destroying their heritage value and beauty.  

The first is the old railway goods shed which for years lay unused and slowly falling into 
disrepair. Originally built in 1863, its transformation is astonishing and I admire how the 
architects have retained the character of the bluestone building while transforming it 
into a truly stunning events space. All the work has utilized local trades people down to 
the hand-crafted leather seats in the restaurant, and the new distillery sells gin and 
vodka made on the premises using local ingredients.  

The second stunning renovation is the transformation of the 
1872 State Savings Bank on Sturt Street into a trendy clothing 
boutique. The local architects are to be commended for 
revitalising one of our prominent landmarks in such a truly 
beautiful way. Not only is its exterior now a joy to behold, but 
the interior fit-out is also incredible and shows a tasteful and 
intelligent blending of heritage features and modern styling. 
Entering the new store, it is hard to remember how it looked 
as the old bank. 

As December approaches can I wish everyone a joyous 
Christmas and a happy new year. I hope to see a good crowd 
at Steiglitz and hopefully an afternoon outing will suit 
members who don’t like to drive at night.  

Finally, I look forward to our first event for 2024 which will be 
a stroll along the centre gardens of Sturt Street discovering 
the amazing street art between Drummond and Grenville 
Streets. We will have two groups so you can choose whether 
you wish to begin at Drummond Street or Grenville but please 
be ready to begin at 7.00pm on Wednesday February 14th, 
2024. 

Don’t forget that next year our meeting night moves to the 
second Wednesday of each month. 

Marion 

Editors Word 

Thank you to everyone associated with the Society for their 

support with The Lamplight this year. It’s been a labour of 

love putting the newsletter together, but made so much 

easier with member contributions on writing and research, 

supply of images and distribution of the newsletter. Thanks 

also to  Glenn Reynolds and the team at Baxter and Stubbs 

in assisting with layout, design and printing.  

Andrew Wallace          

Images; M Littlejohn 
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Where we first see the hose reel shed of the Ballarat Fire 
Brigade built across the little creek. We peep in the open door 
see the brightly painted hose reel all ready for action. In the 
corner we see a big old boat which was brought down from the 
Lake during the great floods of the late sixties and had been left 
here in case another flood should happen. Next door is the 
grand Earl of Zetland Hotel, from the balcony of which, 
candidates for Parliament speak to the cheering and often 
jeering crowds. At the door stands Isaac Jones, the host, 
wearing his valuable diamond shirt studs. A short, sandy haired 
man with a bright rosy nose. He is a wonderful cook and a good 
gambler in mining shares. And a most charitable man as well. 

Now we come to the boot shop of William Scott JP. If we go into 
the back room we see Scott, smiling J N Dunn and little Charlie 
Dyte discussing wither Town Council business or Freemasonry. 
Scott is the power behind the throne in both matters. No 
installations in Ballarat would be complete if William Scott were 
not present. 

The fancy goods shop of red whiskered J H Summerscales 
comes next. He is a prominent Wesleyan and a great foe of the 
drink trade. In the next shop we see great rolls of leather for 

sale. Here we see the owner Herman Rehfisch who is always 
ready for an argument. He believes in speaking his mind. Now 
we come to the rambling wooden Exchange Hotel kept by a 
stout, bearded John Sayer. He provided a good three course 
dinner for sixpence and if he sees that the diner does not look 
prosperous he does not bother about the sixpence. Attached to 
his hotel is a skittle alley. Skittles are very popular in Ballarat. At 
the corner is the grocer shop of James McKay who in a few 
years will move to Armstrong Street an become Ballarat’s 
leading wholesale grocer. 

At the western corner of Peel Street is Jimmie Williams 
Britannia Hotel, a ramshackle old inn dating from the early 
days. Jimmie has invented a patent safety cage for use in the 
mines. He hopes to make his fortune when the big companies 
adopt it.  

Adolphus Engeler, a tall, military looking German has a small 
watch making shop next door and we see him stalking along to 
his duties of winding up all the public clocks of the Town and 
City and keeping them in order. During the season Dolph is, 
every morning, early at the Lake with his fishing rod and line. 

In this edition of The Lamplight we continue Nathan Spielvogel’s walk along Bridge 

St,c. 1880’s when owners ran their own shops, knew their customers by name and 

were prominent members of the community.  Some would be described as colourful 

characters who contributed to the vibrancy of the street and earned Bridge Street 

the reputation of being the heart of the CBD.         

Image; BHS collection 

Bridge Street in the 1880’s 
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At number 75 is a crockery shop of William 
Denholm McKee a stout man with a high 
forehead. He is a busy man, as besides his 
business, he is a Town Councillor, Official 
assignee and Register of Births and Deaths. 

Set well back from the street next door is the 
old time National Hotel kept by Alf McLaren, 
a great oarsman and boxer of the early days. 
In front of the hotel we see the heavy 
weights that only such as Donald Dinnie can 
lift.  

Number 67 is a drug store of John King, a 
quiet, well read man from Glasgow who 
thinks it is infra dig to put the prices on the 
drugs in his window. We pass the fruit shop 
of Mrs Tobiet and we see in her shop, her 
son who has but one arm but is one of the 
best swimmers in Ballarat. And he is the 
handsomest young man in Bridge Street. The 
girls DO run after him. Now we come to the 
grand furniture of Steinfield and Lifinson. At 
the door stands a very tall Emmaneul 
Steinfield who has been four times in 
succession Mayor of Ballarat East. 

Next door is the Dublin House, the draper 
shop of Fitzgerald Brothers. And now we see 
the big jolly old boy Jay Jay with his square 
boxer and his huge black moustache. He is a 
live wire whenever elections meetings are 
going on. What fun the lads have in pulling 
his legs. He is known as the “king” of Bridge 
Street. 

Next is a narrow lane leading to the little 
Market in Curtis street. This is owned by 
Hommy Hawkings a well known character. 
Now we come to the fine Butcher shop once 
kept by Patterson but lately taken over by 
Heinz Brothers. In the shop we see a circle of 
shiny hooks bearing carcases of sheep, pig, 
and claves. We now come to John 
Blackburn’s American Hotel and a busy and 
noisy place it is about eleven o’clock on a 
Saturday night. We must peep in and see the 
quaint pictures in his bar. Now we come to 
the market. It is a dark smelly place now. But 
you ought to see it on Saturday night. 
Dozens of stalls lighted with smoky naptha 
flares. The owners stand in front of their 
stalls bawling about the quality and 
cheapness of their wares. Fishmongers! 
Fruiterers! Butchers! Crockery men! Shop 
Clothes sellers! Cheap jackets! Quake 
doctors! Crowds of women are here with 
their baskets, eager to get a cheap Sunday 
dinner. Screams! Yells! Laughter! A terrible 
din. 

Next door is Mrs Clifford’s Market Hotel, 
where it is difficult to get near the bar about 
11o’clock on a Saturday night. Oh! Listen to 
Mrs Clifford’s cockatoo! Can’t it swear? The 
police ought to arrest it. 

Top;  A coloured photo of Bridge St looking west from Peel St.  The  grand building on 

the right hand corner made way for the  1970’s ANZ bank. 

Middle; A very quiet Bridge St in the 1890’s 

Bottom; A stylised lithograph of Bridge St from Bakery Hill 

Images sourced from Victorian Collections and BHS Collection   
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At number 33 is the boot shop of Oxlade and Roberts. In the 
back room stands a long row of boot lasts. For these men are 
real boot makers and make their customers boots to 
measure, Next door is the famous Scotch Pie shop of Charlie 
Walker. We must try one of his juicy pies before we got 
further. At number 29 we see the benevolent face of old 
Adam Scott. He wears his blue white apron round his portly 
body as with the big knife he cuts the juicy steak for his 
customers. He is loved along the street for his is a jolly fellow 
and always good natured. Next we come to the best piece of 
architecture in Bridge Street, the double fronted draper shop 
of a very reserved man with curious name of Twentyman and 
now we come to the Jeweller’s shop of William Bennett who 
had the biggest collection of clocks in Ballarat. 

Now we are at the creek. Looking over the iron parapet we 
see the famous Alfred Hall. And now we are at the end of the 
seed shop of Rennie and Lang. We could buy fruit trees here 
but better still, we will buy for sixpence each a beautiful 
camellia to put on our buttonholes. Nearly every man we 
meet has flowers in his buttonhole. 

At number 11, 13, 15 is the grand general drapery of Morey 
and Tyler and we see Jim Tyler with his large dark moustache 
studying his window and thinking out novel methods of 
advertising. Jim Tyler knows his way around the world. 

At number 5 is the gentleman’s clothing shop of Alex Millar. 
We see in the window the high masher collars, the huge 
white pique ties, the check trousers by all well dressed men 
about town. Number 3 is the shop of another draper Tom 
Walker from the North of Ireland. Only the other day, he had 
a fight with New Murphy in the east council. The row was 
about who was to sit on the certain chair. The chair was 
broken and so was Walker’s leg. This used to be John Little’s 
Noah’s Ark toyshop. Outside the door were boxes full of 
blood allays, lovely agates and cheap commonies. Mr Little 
had a lad always outside to see naughty boys did not help 
themselves from these boxes. 

At number 1 was once the grocery of Bryce and Chalmers but 
lately was the crockery shop of William Moxen Bean. It was a 
tumble down wooden building. But a few weeks ago it was 
burnt down and by now Cyrus Retalliak is building a fine three 
storey building. The city is not going to have all the grand 
buildings. By the lamp post on the corner we see a brown 
skinned Afghan selling his Turkey lolly. He has a can of the 
delicious, sweet stuff and we hear his cry of “TURKEY LOLLY! 
NICEE LOLLY! MAKE BABY FAT!” He is doing good business 
selling penny worthes to the children. So our walk along 
Bridge Street is over. Come across the road to Mrs Flannery’s 
Fawn Hotel and refresh ourselves after our long walk this hot 
afternoon. 

 

Ballarat Seniors Festival Event  
 

On Wednesday October 4 the Society mounted a display at the Ballarat Seniors Expo in the Alfredton Sports and 
Community Club complex. A modest display of historical books and two video displays backgrounded constant 
questions about the work of the Society and conversations with patrons. Kevin Williams and John Smith  donated 
their time to man the display and made it a busy day. The event provided another opportunity to promote the 
profile of the Society to prospective members. 

Images; John Smith  
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Most members would be aware that the Society has access to a storage facility at PINARC’s Pennyweight Park 

site in Otway St to store donations and exhibition material. The shed was originally used by the Ballarat 

Travellers Social Club but has been dormant for many years. The Otway St site has an interesting history, and 

recently the Society was approached by PINARC to document a short history of its origins and development.             

The Premier, Mr Hamer, talks with Mrs R Keirl and her daughter 

Kerry at the Pennyweight Park Spastic Centre site in Otway 

Street after Mr Hamer had officially laid the $384,000 centre’s 

foundation stone.  Ballarat Courier caption and photo. 

In 1970 parents of children with Cerebral Palsy approached 
the then Mayor Cr A E Mills to ascertain what support the 
Ballarat City could provide for their children. As a result of 
this a public meeting was called and a survey was conducted 
across Ballarat and Western Victoria to evaluate the need 
and determine what could be done. 

A report was prepared and a second public meeting held, 
presided over by the Mayor Cr K C Webb. The outcome was 
that the project should proceed and a regional committee 
was formed under the leadership of Mr Brian Whykes. An 
appeal committee and Ladies Auxiliary was also formed. 

A target for fundraising was set at $75,000 to enable a two 
for one grant to be obtained from the Australian 
Government. The Crown Lands department in conjunction 
with the city provided the Otway Street site in Ballarat East.  

Early in 1972 a temporary day care centre was opened in the 
congregational Church Hall in Dawson Street. The centre was 
staffed by volunteers and a leader with previous experience 
in this field of care. Initially this provided parents with a half 
a day a week relief and was later extended to two and half 
days a week. 

In 1973 the first ever combined BTV6-3BA Radio-telethon had 
$95,000 pledged, with the final total coming in at $110,000. 
The success of the telethon was due to the hard working 
fundraising group and the generosity of the local community. 

In December 1973 a “Gala International” day was held at the 
Dowling Forest racecourse officially opened by television 
personality Kamahl. The event attracted many thousands of 
people who participated in sporting and amusement activities. 
The hard work of Service Clubs, Ladies Auxiliaries, Country 
Women’s Association and various television personalities were 
all thanked for their support and assistance in bringing the 
event to life.  

Pennyweight Park  



 7 

In February 1974 the contract was signed for the erection of the 
building by local firm S J Weir, and the first sod was turned by 
Mayor A C Rizzoli. The site was named Pennyweight Park Spastic 
Centre. 

At this time the Day Centre had moved to the Baptist Church 
Hall in Walker Street, Ballart North. The voluntary helpers 
continued to be responsible for the program to meet the 
children’s individual needs. The centre now operated five days a 
week.  

The impact of inflation saw the anticipated cost of the centre 
increase from $150,000 to $450,000. The state government had 
provided $7500, one tenth of its contribution at the beginning 
and Victorian Premier, Rupert Hamer whilst laying the 
foundation stone offered to meet with Committee members to 
discuss further funding. The Federal Government grant was 
based on two to one for a total of $250,000 and the changes in 
the government grants to a four to one for equipment enabled 
the Centre to be debt free at opening. The building was 
architecturally designed to suit the needs of the children and 
adults attending for the next fifteen years.  

A Parents and Friends Association was formed whose specific 
function was to ensure sufficient funds were raised to maintain 
and foster the growth of the Centre. They were also required 
to raise sufficient funds to meet the maintenance and running 
cost. 

At this stage it was also apparent that there was a great need 
for services to spastic persons not currently residing in Ballarat 
and a survey was developed to determine the exact extent of 
the need. The survey results identified a need for temporary 
accommodation to enable ongoing treatment support for 
regional people who were not currently in the position to take 
advantage of the services.  

On the 3rd August 1975 Pennyweight Park Spastic Centre was 
officially opened by Senator Button, representing the 
Australian Government for Social Security. Senator Button also 

provided a cheque for $8,500 towards the cost of a bus. The 
Ballarat Lions Club contributed the balance of the total cost of 
$11,500. 

On 4 November 1975 the adult workshop was opened with 
seven participants. There was eight in the senior group ranging 
from eight to sixteen years and nine attending kindergarten. In 
addition, there were two outpatients attending for short 
periods of time. There were nine staff members with 
paramedical staff working on a sessional basis. 

Two buses provided the transport to everyone from their 
home to the centre and return. These buses covered 
approximately 100 kilometres a day. 

On opening day, it was also identified for the need for a hostel 
to be built to benefit the people of Western Victoria. The 
Mayor, Sir Arthur Nicholson stated that the centre would add 
to the quality of life in Ballarat which was extensive and 
expanding. Sir Arthur also agreed that the Council would not 
charge rates on the property. 

The President of the Spastic Society Victoria (now SCOPE) 
stated that the Ballarat centre was the third in country Victoria 
(after Geelong and Bendigo). 

Pennyweight Park continued to operate for both children and 
adults until around 1982 when the Ballarat Special 
Developmental School and the Ballarat Special School opened 
to provide educational services to school age children under 
the responsibility of the Education Department.  

The centre now operates under the banner of PINARC 
Disability Support, providing a range of services to children, 
adults, families and carers across the region.  

Mr W F Stephen MLA, applauds the Mayor, Cr A C Rizzoli, 

turning the first sod on the site for the Spastic Centre.   

Ballarat Courier caption and photo.    

The Premier, Mr R J Hamer (left) and BTV 6 personality Eric Gracie on the set of 
the BTV6-3BA telethon to raise funds for the Pennyweight Park appeal in 1973. 
Kevin Williams photo.   



 8 

Sovereign Hill Update 
It’s been a very busy 2023 with the formal opening the Australian 

Centre for Gold Rush Collections in May.  The launch was a 

wonderful celebration of the collection and the new role the 

centre will play in sharing the more than 150,000 objects in the 

collection in new and exciting ways with the public.  

A selection of some of the highlights of the collection including a 

number of items from the Ballarat Historical Collection were on 

display as part of the launch.  We were privileged to have Deanne 

Gilson providing a smoking ceremony and welcome to country, 

Professor Robyn Healy Associate Deputy Vice Chancellor 

Learning, Teaching and Quality RMIT University speaking to the 

role of the centre in preserving and sharing our cultural heritage 

and the Hon Catherine King MP who formally launched the 

centre.   

 

One of the very special collection items on display was Loong, a 

treasured part of the Ballarat Historical Collection.  We were 

extremely privileged to have Bill Moy, Michelle Phillips and other 

members of the Chinese Cultural Association Ballarat performing 

a blessing for Loong as well as artisans and artists like Tammy 

Gilson and members of Sovereign Hill’s trades and costume 

teams performing their art and rare trades alongside collection.  

 

The new centre will have a range of public programs including 

back of house tours, special collections experiences, lectures, 

talks and debates.  You can find out the latest by joining our 

mailing list or by checking out what’s on at 

www.sovereignhill.com.au/events/ 

We will be launching a new program of Back of House tours, 

collection experiences and events in early 2024 so I look forward 

to updating you in the new year.  In the meantime I encourage 

you to sign up to our mailing list to keep up to date with all that is 

happening at the centre.  

Our Back of House Tours have been extremely popular and 

feature a number of items from the Ballarat Historical Collection.  

A key feature of the centre’s programming this is a unique 

experience to come back of house and get up close and personal 

with the amazing objects we have in the collection. With our 

expert guides participants have an opportunity to see and hear 

the stories behind a broader range of objects including collection 

items that have rarely or never been on display to the public.  

We have a few of these tours left before the end of the year and 

limited tickets available for each session.   

 

Lauren Bourke 

Head of Collections and Curatorial 

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/events/
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Fashion & Textiles 

Collections Tour 

Tuesday 21 November & 12 December 

10:45am-12:00pm 

Get up close with the iconic looks and styles from our fashion and textiles 

collections. 

$25 Adult, $20 Concession Bookings essential 

 

 

Acc No: 2019.2295 SHMA Collection  

Chinese Cultural 

Collections Tour 

Tuesday 28 November 

10:45am-12:00pm 

Thousands of Chinese of migrants called Ballarat home during the gold rush. Meet 

Loong, one of the oldest processional dragons in the world, and discover one of the 

most significant Chinese cultural collections. 

$25 Adult, $20 Concession Bookings essential 

 

Acc No 1978.2620 BHS Collection  

Treasures from the 

Collection Tour 

Tuesday 5 December 

10:45am-12:00pm 

Discover some of the most intriguing, and powerful objects from artwork by Wad-

awurrung elder Marlene Gilson to the parliamentary chair used by Eureka rebel 

Peter Lalor. 

$25 Adult, $20 Concession Bookings essential 

 

Acc No 2015.0456 SHMA Collection  

Research & Donation Enquiries  
 
The Collections & Curatorial continue to respond to historical queries and proposed object donations.  Proposals for donation can 
be submitted via our online form at  www.sovereignhill.com.au/experiences/australian-centre-for-gold-rush-collections/gold-rush-
collections-enquiry-form/ 
We will endeavour to answer enquiries as quickly as possible but may take between between two (2) and four (4) weeks to pro-
cess.  Please be patient if you do not receive an immediate response; all queries are placed in a queue and managed accordingly.  
 
All proposed donations must be assessed by the Acquisition Committee and this may take up to six (8) weeks.  To speed up the 
process we ask that all proposed donation queries include the following: 
 

Clear image of the object including any labels or distinguishing features 
Historical background – who owned and used the object, relationship to Ballarat and/or the Central Victorian goldfields 
Current condition and location 

 
Much of our collection, over 80,000 objects, including a large proportion of the Ballarat Historical Collection, is available to browse 
online through the Ehive website: 
https://ehive.com/collections/4819/sovereign-hill-museums-association 
 
It’s such an exciting time for us here at the Gold Rush Centre and we hope to see many of you over the coming weeks and months 
engaging with our collections and being part of our events.  

http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/experiences/australian-centre-for-gold-rush-collections/gold-rush-collections-enquiry-form/
http://www.sovereignhill.com.au/experiences/australian-centre-for-gold-rush-collections/gold-rush-collections-enquiry-form/
https://ehive.com/collections/4819/sovereign-hill-museums-association
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"It would be a good move to ensure that all of your affairs are 
in order" were words that thundered through my head as I 
watched over 50 years of my photographic life crumble into 
ashes on the huge bonfire that I was reluctantly tending. 

Subsequently, and at various times over the last ten years, I 
have seriously regretted my knee jerk decision to destroy those 
files, albeit with the well-intentioned privacy of my former 
customers foremost in my mind. 

When Sue Lewis and her brother Gerrard rang me and asked 
how I handled the disposal of all of my files, I understood the 
anguish they also faced having just having closed their 
photographic business that had roots extending right back to 
the formation of the City of Ballarat. They had no idea how to 
handle their sad situation. 

Here was some sort of a makegood ticket being handed to me. 

"Let me have them to sort and hand on to the Ballarat 
Historical Society!" was my immediate reply. Selfishly, partial 
redemption for the sacrilegious decision I had taken some years 
earlier, but also a really good opportunity to try & help 
preserve the Thornton Richards legacy. About 3 cubic metres of 
solidly packed files, junk and all, awaited us at the Storage King 
depot to be collected at our leisure.  

Life experience has taught me to grab an opportunity like this 
and run like hell to your own sanctuary. Having shared this 
good fortune with the general meeting of the Ballarat Historical 
Society meeting in September, the following Saturday morning 
saw about 26 people with cars ready to be loaded, and trolleys 
to carry to & fro. We managed to empty the Storage King, 
transport it all to our home in Otway st, and load it all into our 
permanent care in just over an hour. This was a fabulous effort 
on behalf of all of the participating Society members, 
recognising their potential historical value. 

My own experience warns me that there will be a huge amount 
of these negatives that will have no other value than their 
personal relationship to the customer. The family name only 
generally is not sufficient to warrant the eternal storage of a 
huge physical collection for perpetuity. If there is an alternative, 
it should be gladly taken up. 

Over the coming months, all members are going to share in the 
responsibility of sorting the "wheat from the chaff", by taking 
home a box of these negatives, exercising the general selection 
guidelines for keeping or disposal, and returning their selection 
to go into permanent Ballarat Historical Society collection 
storage. 

This project is a golden opportunity for members to be engaged 
in an activity other than attending regular monthly meetings, 
but to actively participate in preserving the history of Ballarat in 
a physical way. 

Personally, I have regarded it as absolution for my original sin. 

Kevin Williams 

Members on a Mission  

Image; John Smith 

Chris Daly and Les McKenna lend a hand. Image; John Smith. 
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Talking History  

at the  

Eureka Centre  

The 2023 Talking History series has wrapped up for 

the year here at Eureka Centre. Thank you to the 

members of the Ballarat Historical Society who 

attended this year’s lecture series. If you would like 

to revisit these talks, you will find them all on our 

YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/

@eurekacentre9922 

We are heading into an exciting period at the 

Eureka Centre with preparations well underway to 

mark the 169th anniversary of the Eureka 

Stockade. Presented under the auspices of the City 

of Ballarat, this program encourages community 

engagement with one of the most significant events 

in Australia’s history. 

 The Eureka Day program begins with the Peter 

Tobin Oration, a ticketed evening event on Friday 1 

December at 6pm.  This annual event honours the 

contribution of the late Peter Tobin OAM to the 

commemoration of the Eureka Stockade. Our guest 

speaker is one of Australia’s most respected and 

best-known writers, Thomas Keneally AO. In this 

talk, Thomas will position the uprising at Eureka as 

the last of the great European revolutions of 1848, 

which, despite their failure, altered the future of 

humankind. Tickets are available from 20th 

November via www.eventbrite.com (search Eureka 

Centre Ballarat).  Tickets are $15. 

 
On Sunday 3 December at 8am, the Mayor will 

preside over a Eureka Day commemorative service 

at the Eureka Centre auditorium to remember 

those who died at the Eureka Stockade. This will be 

followed at 10am by the Eureka Sunday Community 

Day.  

Thomas Keneally AO. Image supplied by Eureka Centre  

Eureka Sunday is an annual tradition which provides an 

opportunity for people of all ages to learn about and 

reflect on the Eureka legacy and come together as a 

community whose identity is forged by this great 

historical event. From 10am there will be a host of family 

friendly activities, including craft activities and face 

painting for kids and free museum entry all day.  From 

12.30pm the park will come alive with music featuring 

Ballarat’s indie-pop darlings, Meraki Minds and award-

winning songwriter Coda Chroma (aka Kate Lucas), 

performing live in the Eureka Stockade Memorial 

Gardens.  

A special Eureka Day panel discussion at 11am will 

introduce a new research project where academics from 

the Australian National University and Federation 

University, together with the Art Gallery of Ballarat and 

the Eureka Centre, will explore new approaches to using 

art and museum objects in civic education. To find out 

more, join Dr Chris McAullife and Dr Raquel Ormella 

(ANU) and Dr Fred Cahir (Federation University) for the 

panel discussion, ‘Difficult Objects: museums, cultural 

mediation and deliberative democracy’.  

 

To find out more about the weekend’s full schedule of 

events, please visit www.eurekacentreballarat.com.au/

events  

 

Sarah Van de Wouw 

Education and Public Programs Officer 

http://www.youtube.com/@eurekacentre9922
http://www.youtube.com/@eurekacentre9922
http://www.eurekacentreballarat.com.au/events
http://www.eurekacentreballarat.com.au/events
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