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| hope you have noticed that the beautiful heritage cast
iron post boxes standing along Ballarat’s older streets
are one by one being cleaned and repainted. These
boxes are a significant and irreplaceable feature of our
heritage streetscapes, but up til now they have been
neglected, faded and graffitied.

Enter Michael Slocum. Annoyed at the state of a box
near his Melbourne home, he cleaned and repainted it
then kept going and restored another six boxes before
Australia Post heard about what he was doing and put
him on the payroll. Now he has turned his attention to
restoring all the heritage boxes remaining across rural
Victoria. To date he has worked on boxes in
Castlemaine, Chewton, Daylesford, Bendigo and
Ballarat. Those of you who recognise the name might
remember Mick as the frontman of the Bushwackers
band.

What a wonderful well-attended meeting we enjoyed
in May. It was most interesting to hear Annabel Neylon,
City of Ballarat Heritage Advisor, outline plans for
expanding the Heritage Overlay to accommodate the
city’s growth over the next twenty years.

Showing us plans of the existing zones covered by
Heritage protection, it was immediately obvious that
the area currently protected needs to be expanded. We
have been tasked with identifying significant buildings

Below left; Michael Slocum and his right hand man Neil Jolly pose
in front of their latest work. Photo; M Littlejohn.

Centre; John Olsen and Marion at our June meeting. Photo, J Daly.

Below right; Annabelle Neylon, Heritage Advisor from the City of
Ballarat. Photo; M Littlejohn.

or features we believe should be included in the
expanded zones. Later in the year we will be asking you
to help us with this task.

We were then entertained and educated by John Olsen
who gave a fascinating presentation on the prison hulks
which were anchored in Port Phillip and used to
confine prisoners before the Old Melbourne Gaol was
constructed.

Marion

Above; Marion with Michael Slocum and the Victoria Street box
opposite the old Sunshine Biscuit factory site. Photo; M Littlejohn.



Like thousands of others, Evan Rowlands and Robert Lewis
came to Ballarat for gold in 1853. Mining was a dirty, hard
and thirsty business, so like many others they left mining to
seek more consistent and long term occupations. The
increased population meant that brewing and the
manufacturer of cordials were in demand and opportunity
beckoned for Rowlands and Lewis.

What became one of the largest and well known
manufacturers of cordial and related products in Australia
started with Rowlands and Lewis opening an aerated water
factory in 1854 beside Yuille Swamp, employing eight people
making lemonade, soda water and ginger beer. According to
John Atkinsons hand written notes (used for the BHS
newsletter article in 2008) the canvas factory was located
adjacent to the now City Rowing Club on Lake Wendouree. At
this time there were 13 other competing cordial
manufacturers in Ballarat.

Initially, business was difficult due to the reliance on manual
operations. As the business grew, they purchased more
equipment, giving them an advantage over other cordial
manufacturers. Rowlands and Lewis continued to purchase
new equipment as finances allowed and opened a new
factory in 1858 on the corner of Sturt and Dawson streets
which saw the introduction of steam. This included the
purchase and use of a Taylors No 1 machine capable of

providing an output of 300 dozen bottles a day. Their ongoing
focus on quality of products saw the need for quality spring
water which was found in Warrenheip and transported to the
factory daily. Expert analysis of the iron rich spring water
identified valuable medicinal ingredients.

Due to ongoing demand, the range of beverages expanded to
sixteen different products including such drinks as seltzer,
tonic waters, ginger ale, sarsaparilla, curacao, aromatic
bitters, ginger wine, brandy and pineapple syrup. In 1870
continued demand saw the erection of another factory on the
corner of Dana and Doveton Streets covering over an acre of
land. The factory was fitted with the most modern of
equipment.

Weston Bate suggested the possible reasons for this great
success was good management, the thirst of miners, the fear
of polluted water during the 1850s, the iron rich Warrenheip
spring and finally temperance.

In 1873 a Rowlands agency was established in Collins Street
Melbourne to meet demand and then in Sydney. A suitable
spring was found in Katoomba in the Blue Mountains on
government land. This was leased and the water was
delivered each day to Sydney by rail. A factory was built at
the corner of Burns and Hay streets in Darling Harbour and
also in Newcastle.



An advertisement for Rowlands products. BHS collection.

In 1874 the Ballarat factory was working 24 hours a day
and was still unable to meet demands for their soda
water, resulting in the need for a new machine. Built by
Mr G G Norman, engineer and machinist of Wills Street,
this machine was believed to be the first of its kind in
the colony and “pronounced by several experts to be
superior to the imported article” (Ballarat Star 19
September 1874). This new machine could bottle 100
dozen bottles of soda water each hour.

In 1876 Mr Robert Lewis retired from the partnership.
Mr Lewis is perhaps better known as Ballarat’s first
Mayor in 1863, having been elected to council in 1859,
and serving as Mayor a total of three times with his last
term being 1881. He was a member of the Victorian

Koomah Spa advertisement.

Victorian Collections website.

Legislative Assembly and a strong supporter of local
Ballarat charities and firms —the Eisteddfod committee,
Ballarat Water Commission, Ballarat Gas Co, Ballarat’s
Early Closing Association and the Ballarat Hospital. He
resigned from his seat in the Legislative Assembly in
1884 and died in the same year.

Rowlands continued in the firm inventing and patenting
an improved soda bottle. He was a stickler for quality
and all water was filtered four times, but unfortunately
his attempts at using local corks failed miserably on
quality. In 1888 business in Melbourne was progressing
rapidly and a new facility was built on King Street
embodying all the latest ideas in the manufacture of
cordials.

The Rowlands factory on the corner of Doveton and Dana Sts Ballarat. BHS collection.



The Rowlands factory and yard in later years on the North East corner of Doveton and Dana streets. BHS collection

By the 1890’s Rowlands had factories in Ballarat, Melbourne,
Sydney, Katoomba and depots in places such as Creswick,
Smythesdale and Linton and agencies in the principal towns
in every Australian state.

Mr Rowlands died unexpectedly at the age of 68 in 1894 in
Sydney. The business was continued by his estate and in
1920 the firm became known as Rowlands Pty Ltd, dropping
the ‘E’. In his will Mr Rowlands left one share of Rowlands to
be equally divided between the Ballarat District Hospital, the
Benevolent Asylum, The Ballarat Orphan Asylum, The Old
Colonists Association and the Cambrian Society of
Melbourne.

In December 1917 the Ballarat Star reported that the
Rowlands cordials made in Ballarat had “the merit of purity
and quality. Their lime juice cordial, raspberry and lemon
squash are prepared from the finest ingredients. They are all
palatable and healthful drinks.”

After World War Il the King St factory was sold and a new
facility was built in Burwood, later partnering with Barrett
Brothers. Rowlands was sold to Schweppes in 1960 after 100

years of operation. No wonder it was said “when you get
beyond the reach of Rowlands soda water you are beyond
the pale of civilised society” (Lucky City 1978).

The history of this remarkable company continued for a
century and the widespread acceptance of their products
was a result of their focus on quality water and flavourings.
The Ballarat factory was closed in the early 1960s and the
site was cleared for use as a car park. After being vacant for
a number of years it was redeveloped into the multi storey
car park which stands on the Rowlands site today.
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Memories of the Ballarat Pie Cart

Some of our younger citizens would no doubt believe that the plethora of food trucks popping up at
different locations around Ballarat (such as White Night) are a very recent innovation. However, in
the last edition of The Lamplight, Alan Vinegrad wrote about his early memories of Ballarat during
the 1940s and 50s which included the well known Ballarat institution, the Pie Cart. Coincidentally, an
article from the Ballarat Courier written in 1989 recently surfaced, and is reproduced in The
Lamplight to shed more light on the history of the much loved pie cart.

Who can remember the old wooden piecart in Sturt
Street and the savory aroma of its wares wafting
into the cold night air? Many memories will be
evoked by this old photograph (above) which
belongs to Mr Ken Pattie, whose grandfather
Wiliam Eastlake Snr established the great Ballarat
institution.

Dates are not precise, but Mr Pattie believes that
the piecart came to Ballarat from Stawell about
1916. It was a wooden horse drawn conveyance
with a dresser for cups and saucers and a
woodstove to heat the pies (made to a secret
recipe). Not only pies and pasties were served but
baked potatoes, savs-and-rolls, soup and
‘floaters’ (pie in soup).

William Eastlake set up the piecart originally near
the Burke and Wills fountain in Sturt Street. When
traffic problems began to cause pressure, he was
asked to move to the courthouse in Camp Street

but there was such a public outcry that he was
allowed to transfer across the street to the Robert
Burns monument for a few weeks. The next move
took the piecart up to the intersection of Sturt and
Armstrong Streets.

The pies were baked at 1002 Dana Street during the
day. At night Mr Eastlake (whom Mr Pattie
describes as one of the finest men he has known)
used to harness up the horse and set forth. In
return for a free pastie, the first paper boy up to
the cart would take the horse to the old stables
behind Craig’s Hotel. After the move to Armstrong
Street the horses used the Town Hall Hotel stables.

About 1928, his son-in-law Tom Hunt came to work
on the piecart. Eventually, Mr Eastlake brought his
son, young Bill Eastlake back from Melbourne
where he had been working for Metters. He retried
about 1938 and young Bill went into partnership
with his brother-in-law Tom Hunt.



In those days, sixpence would buy a pie and a cup
of coffee. At some stage, the old piecart was
wrecked in an accident and replaced by a smart
rubber-wheeled model, still horsedrawn. William
Eastlake Snr used to stay out until 4 or 5am until all
the pies were sold, and in later years, the horse and
cart could generally be heard clopping home
sometime after midnight.

About 1952, Mr Pattie’s two uncles retired and the
piecart was bought by Mr Jack Shannon. When
‘young Bill’ was in Europe as a digger in World War
| he was billeted with a Belgian family. After the
war, he sponsored them to come to Australia. They
settled in Deepdene and the families became close
friends. Mr Pattie’s photograph, taken at 1002
Dana Street, shows the Belgian friends’ daughter
Yuonne Husquin (now Mrs Trinder) in the piecart.

Jack Bongiorno in his column in 1986 remembered
visiting the piecart as a lad in knickerbockers, when
it was known to the cognoscenti as ‘La Café de
Movealong.’ Lit by a kerosene lamp, it was
patronised heavily by homegoing crowds from the
picture theatres asking for a ‘pie ‘n a bag’ ora

Left; Taken from the Ballarat Courier article of 1989,
this image shows the pie cart on the corner of
Armstrong and Sturt Streets.

Above; Bill Eastlake. Image; Ballarat Courier.

‘sav’n roll in the mitt.’

At the time of the move from Lydiard Street, a
correspondent called ‘Semaphore’ took issue over
the proposed relocation of the piecart in Camp
Street as opposed to the Burns Statue. Claiming to
be organising a plebiscite on behalf of the Ballarat
Pie Lovers’ Society, he said nothing but the best
was good enough for Ballarat’s only Boulevard
Buffet. Semaphore favoured Camp Street so that
the piecart would be in historic juxtaposition to the
new five-storey office block and handy to so many
useful institutions.

He also pointed out that the piecart would be
within gunshot of the pigeon loft at the Trades Hall
‘giving promise of pigeon pie if the Bosche blockade
of the Yarrowee tightens and we cannot get
foodships up the creek.” Students of the city’s
history in years to come would pick up their picture
postcards showing the ‘new Public Offices with City
Piecart in foreground’ and reflect on the altruism of
the citizenry of an earlier day, he said.



The Thornton Richards Collection

Most members would be aware of the massive archive of negatives recently
gifted to the Society by Sue and Gerard Lewis, owners of the Thornton Richards
photographic business in Ballarat. The negatives number in their thousands, and
while the vast majority are of weddings, portrait sittings and passports, there are
some extremely rare photos of Ballarat people, industries and businesses, street
scenes, sporting and promotional events and so much more.

The Thornton Richards collection is one of the largest and most significant
donations the Society has received in recent years. It will address a major gap in
the Capture the Vision project by adding rare and unique images of the 1960s
through to the 1990s. There are also a small number of copied images from much
earlier times, as shown on the opposite page.

The task of sorting the negatives into “keep or bin” categories is almost complete
and the lengthy job of scanning and cataloguing images is yet to begin. The
committee is investigating options as to how the images can be uploaded for
members and the public to view, which will be another large undertaking.

Our appreciation and thanks go to the many people who have assisted in the
sorting process up to date. As a “sneak peek” we have included a small selection of
images below to give members some idea of the breadth and variety of the

collection. Sue and Gerrard Lewis. Image; Ballarat Courier.



Opposite page from top left;
Ampol Service Station on the
corner of Sturt and Ripon Streets,
a promotional shot for a “new”
computer system, local tennis
club champions, a gathering on
the steps at the Mid City Motel
and a very proud marching girl in
full uniform!

This page, clockwise from top left;
McDonalds Sturt St opening, a
runaway caravan on the corner of
Sturt and Doveton Sts, Caltex
Service Station on the corner of
Main Rd and Bridge St, nursing
graduation portrait sitting, horse
and cart in front of the old
Ballarat East Town Hall.



The Nathan Spielvogel Oration

May 22 marked the 5th annual Nathan Spielvogel
Oration, this year delivered by Society committee
member Kevin Williams. We are indebted to Kevin
who stepped in for guest presenter Barry Wilkins
who unfortunately had to cancel at late notice.

Members and guests were treated to a
photographic trip down memory lane of past
Begonia Festivals with a selection of images from
the Society’s and Kevin’s own collection.

After the meeting, many people stayed on to enjoy
supper and a convivial chat - something which has
become a signature part of Society meetings in
recent times.
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Talking History at the Eureha Centre

Eureka Centre is part of a dynamic community that
is active and committed to exploring and honouring
Ballarat’s rich history. It is especially delightful to
see members of the Ballarat Historical Society at our
events, including our monthly Talking History
lectures. We appreciate your support.

Our next Talking History with Professor Anne
Maxwell will be held on Thursday 1 August at
5.30pm. Anne will compare the Victorian gold rush
photography of Richard Daintree and Antoine
Fauchery with photography from Californian and
New Zealand gold rushes. Anne Maxwell is an
Associate Professor in the English Program in the
School of Culture and Communication at the
University of Melbourne.

Talking History on Thursday 5 September at 5.30pm
features Graeme Cartledge, who will explore the
advent of municipal government in colonial Victoria.
Graeme positioning local government as the earliest
form of democracy in Australia. He is well placed to
make this claim, having completed his MA thesis on
the establishment of the Ballarat West Municipal

Image: Richard Daintree and
Antoine Fauchery, ‘Washing
out a good prospect’ ca. 1858
(detail), photograph: albumen
silver, 14X20.6cm, Sun Pictures
of Victoria: the Fauchery-
Daintree collection, State
Library of Victoria, H84.167/34.

Council. He will discuss the evolution of municipal
government, its social and political influence and
enduring legacy.

The Ballarat Research Hub at Eureka (BRHAE)
continues to present monthly research capacity
building workshops. The next session on Wednesday
21 August at 2pm will be of special interest to
people researching their Irish ancestors. The
workshops are free to attend, though bookings are
essential. Contact Simon Jacks, Australiana Research
Librarian, to reserve your place.
simonjacks@ballarat.vic.gov.au

To keep track of what’s coming up, you can save
events listings from our Facebook page or subscribe
to our monthly e-newsletter via our webpage:
www.eurekacentreballarat.com.au

Anthony Camm

Eureka Centre Ballarat
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